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EDITORIAL
What is the Spirit Saying?
Revelation 2:17
Whatever may be the liturgical year for most evangelicals the church year begins in the fall.
This is the time when choirs are reactivated. Now the
clubs begin to meet. The educational program, which had
been adjusted to fit the summer schedule, moves into high
gear. Planning meetings and retreats are held and the
calendar for the next year is planned.
We are at the fall again. And I would venture that we
come to this season with mixed feelings of frustration and
hope. Frustrations because with so great an investment in
plant and facilities, so much program and organization;
and so many committee meetings and man hours spent
we see so little real results. But there is hope because we
believe that this is God's work and that He may be doing
more than we see or will do more this year than He was
allowed to do in the past year.
As congregations approach this season I wonder what
the Spirit is saying to us. And if we had ears to hear what
it is that we would hear? I believe the Spirit has been
speaking to the church and as I read and listen I hear
several emphases coming through.
First, the Spirit is telling us anew that we need to be
very clear as to the meaning of the church. The church
is people—called out of the world as a new creation in
Christ. They live in an obedient relationship to God; a
unique relationship to each other; and a Christ-like posture
to the world.
This is in contrast to the popular concept of the church
as program or facilities. The temptation is to measure the
church by the number of services scheduled or committees
structured. Like the sabbath these are made for the church
but they are not the church.
Second, we are being reminded in our day that the
church is a servant church. Christ said that the church was
His body—His presence in the world. As He came preaching and serving so the church goes preaching and serving.
As He gave His life so the church must lose its life. For it
is as true of the church as it is of the disciple—if we would
find our life we must lose it.
How concerned we are about the image and respectability of the church! How sacred are the traditions and
the methods! How paternalistic we feel about our church!
The world is fed up with a church concerned solely about
Cover: Yavimpa Point, Bryce Canyon National Park. A Union
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itself and its preservation. The church must go where its
Lord went—to the people and into the world.
Finally, we need to ask ourselves if we are sure we
know what we mean when we talk about the fellowship
of the church. Is it built upon our common loyalty to
Christ; a common experience of transforming grace; and
our common calling?
Might there be an air of pious snobbishness about us
that we mistake for fellowship? Is our fellowship really
based upon grace or is it determined by family lines and
cultural ties? The Spirit is saying to us in our day that He
can do a work that gives birth to a fellowship that crosses
all kinds of lines and bridges all kinds of gaps.
As we approach the fall and the new year we would
do well to listen for the Spirit's word. Instead of restructuring the old program maybe the Spirit wants to do a new
work in us that He might do a new work through us.
"He that hath an ear let him hear . . ."
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The threat of militarism to our w a y of life and its crushing economic burden is being recognized in many circles. The
Saturday Review featured an article on the g r o w i n g power of
the military by a retired Marine Corps General. Harpers June
issue contained an article entitled " H o w to Control the
M i l i t a r y . " Look's t w o most recent issues revealed the questionable relationship between the large corporations and
the Pentagon.
In this issue Martin Schrag approaches the subject from
the Christian perspective. A provocative article well w o r t h
our reading.
The cross has a t w o - f o l d meaning in the Christian f a i t h .
It is a symbol of our salvation and God's grace. It is also
the identifying mark of a disciple and the symbol of his life.
The writer of the second article reminds us how foreign is
this second meaning to those of us w h o call ourselves
Christians.
Two of the Mission articles deal with t w o religions which
the missionary meets—Hinduism and a revived and virile
brand of Buddhism.
The article on the Youth page " W h o Taught You to
Drive?" can well be read by every reader w h o has a driver's
license. The slaughter on our highways goes on at a f r i g h t e n ing pace.
In this issue the editor of the Home Page shares Part Two
of the very important subject—the relation of parents to
their children. Few parents w i l l read the article w i t h o u t a
sense of guilt and f e w w i l l read it without profit.
No doubt many of our readers are also faithful readers
of Louis Cassels whose articles appear once or twice a week
in most of our newspapers. In the Contemporary Scene we
include an abridgement of a paper he presented to a group
of Christian publishers of which Evangel Press is a member.
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"NO END TO THEIR CHARIOTS"
Martin Schrag
If the Christian Church spent 80 billion dollars (current U. S. defense expenditures) in its missionary program
during one year, it could, based on the amount it costs the
Brethren in Christ to support one missionary, send out 47
million missionaries. The United States spends about $439
per person per year on military activities. If the approximately 10,000 members of the Brethren in Christ Church
individually gave that amount to missions, the Brotherhood would have a fund of over four million compared to
the present budget of $385,898. These statistics are staggering and they point to the magnitude of the military problem facing mankind.
A World-Wide Problem
It is well to realize the problem is world-wide. According to the United States Arms Control and Disarmament
Agency, the global military expenditures for 1967 were an
estimated $182 billion, a mushrooming increase of more
than 50 per cent since 1962. The military spending of all
the nations in 1966 was greater by 40 per cent than worldwide expenditures on education by all governments and
more than three times global expenditures on public health.
Increase in military outlay is outstripping population
growth by a ratio of 38 to seven per cent. The nations of
the world are spending (1967) $53 for each person in the
world compared to $41 in 1964, an increase of 30 per cent.
By very rough estimates the U. S. Arms Control and
Disarmament Agency suggests that since 1900 more than
$4,000 billion has been spent on wars and military preparedness. If the recent rate of increase continues another
$4,000 billion will be dispensed in only ten years.
What do we make of such statistics? The first and most
obvious conclusion is that we have an international problem. Militarism is a major evil of the modern world. It is
the kind of evil that could bring an end to civilization.
Despite the possible dire consequences, many Christians,
especially theologically conservative ones, slumber on.
The Christian and Militarism
When we list the great sins of modern man we may
mention smoking, drinking, sexual irregularities, lawlessness, drugs, atheism and others. Of war and militarism,
little is said. Yet what greater evidence do we have of the
irrationality and the demonic tendencies of man? Since war
is not often defined as one of the major sins of mankind,
Christ is seldom presented as the answer to that evil.
Let us remember that the new heart means a new
orientation, new values and new attitudes. The converted
and the committed can not but judge all aspects of life,
both personal and societal, from their new prospective.
This means we can not in the name of preaching the
Gospel and spirituality bypass applying the Christian faith
to the social problems of our times. Ethics are integral to
the Gospel.
Those who feel no responsibility in relation to militarism
because Christ predicted there would be "wars and rumors
of war" should remember that Christ* in the same prophecy
* Isaiah 2
The writer is Professor of History of Christianity and Chairman
of the Division of Religion and Philosophy, Messiah College.
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foretold the persecution of Christians, the arising of false
prophets, the multiplying of wickedness and the increasing
coldness of the love of men. Such predictions, however,
did not mean that Christ approved that which He foretold.
Nor are we to assume we are not to work against such evils.
Billy Graham preaches against sin even though he knows
it will continue and increase. Many Christians work against
such societal evils as the liquor traffic even though they
know legislation will never conquer the evil.
I want to point out that the rampant militarism noted
above is built on the false assumption that the way to peace
is to prepare for war. The so-called "lesson of Munich" is
now being applied by nation after nation, even when
conditions are very different. Massive arms expenditures
are rationalized by the Russians, the Americans, the Arabs,
the Indians and many others by painting the enemy in the
colors of Hitler and his hordes. Lost in this over learning
is a lesson repeatedly proven in history: arms races lead
to war.
Sydney Lens ascertained that since 650 B.C. there have
been 1,656 arms races, and all but sixteen of these have
ended in actual hostilities. Dr. Stanley Hoffman, a Harvard
University political scientist, has written (The State of
War, p. 225), "Among nations, conflict turns into war almost inevitably."
It is true that we are not moving toward a warless
world. Yet, Christians should favor and work for peace.
They should pray for peace; they should oppose the arms
race. They should seek out nonviolent methods in international relations; they should work for better relations
between peoples within the Biblical understanding of evil.
A reading of history indicates that some wars have been
averted and that some periods of history have been more
peaceful than others. Men outside of Christ do live at
lower and higher levels of existence. We have but to note
the ethical sensitivity of Gandhi and the securing of Indian
independence through the methods of nonviolence.
The Church and Nationalism
A deeper basis of Christian concern regarding the amis
race is the international nature of the church. In effecting
His plan of salvation, God has chosen to form, "a holy
nation, God's own people" (I Peter 2:9), out of all the
nations of the world. This holy nation is the channel of
God's redemptive work, the context of ethical decision, and
the community of the future. It will come into its fulfillment beyond history in the full realization of the Kingdom
of God, whereas the nations of this world will end with the
old aeon. This means our commitment and loyalty to the
holy nation supersedes our commitment to the nations of
this world. American Christians are bound more closely to
Russians, Chinese, German, Japanese and Vietnamese
Christians than they are to non-Christian Americans. Our
commitment to Christ and His body rises above every
national boundary.
Through wars and militarism the oneness of the body
of Christ is broken by suspicions and cut asunder by the
sword. Loyalty to the state supersedes loyalty to Christ
as Christians of warring nations destroy one another.
(3)

The international outlook of the Christians should be
a corrective to narrow, chauvinistic, national perspective
of nation states. Each nation seems to be convinced that its
enemy is the most diabolical manifestation of evil ever
found on the face of the earth. In our own national history
we, at given times, viewed the British, fellow-Americans
(Civil War), the Mexicans, the Spanish, the Germans, and
the Japanese as we now view the Communists. Granted
that some enemies may be more evil than others, it is
striking that the evil to Pakistan is India, to the Arabs it is
Israel and to Black Africa it is South Africa. Christians
with their international outlook should be able to bring
perspective to nation-to-nation confrontations.
John H. Yoder has affirmed (The Christian Witness to
the State), "War . . . does not first become wrong when the
missiles are sent off; the prior choice of nationalism, preferring one people, one state absolutely above all others,
is already idolatry."
Other Christian Insights
There are other Christian insights that need to be
brought to bear on the subject of international militarism.
The realization that all men are subject to sin, and that
all institutions are affected by sin, means that Christians
must carefully evaluate the actions of their own nation.
The people of God must always take a second look and
discern what part their nation has and had in moving
toward war. The command of Christ that Christians are
to love their enemies means exercising the objectivity in
evaluating the actions of "enemy" nations. We must look
with care, consideration and empathy at the 'other side."
Possibly the saddest aspect of the Christian persual of
world-wide militarism is that so many who name the Name
move on the assumption that only man in his military might
can be trusted to shape history aright. This is understandable for those Christians who perceive God as working only
naturalistically (or who think God is dead), but it should
not be the case for Christians who see God as supernatural.
The supernatural God of the Bible is still supernatural. Yet,
the God who vanquished Pharaoh is now seemingly unable to shape history apart from superior firepower. As
with the Israelites, Goliath crowds out the living God of
David. Within American Christendom, those who most
vigorously promote God's supernaturalism, often most
strongly support a growing military establishment with its
pervading military spirit. Divisions, not God, seem to
determine history. Is God dead? Where are the Christians
who believe the cross can redemptively overcome evil
empires?

United States and Militarism
The world is an armed camp. When one looks at who
is arming the many nations of the world, we find it is the
"advanced" nations of the world. The principal dispenser of
arms is the United States to the extent of a volume six
times that of its nearest rival, the Soviet Union. Senator
Church was right when he stated, "in the eyes of much
of the world, the United States is more intent on furnishing
swords than plowshares." Our constant pleas for peace
appear hollow to many; they can not be heard over the
noise of our guns.
This dispensing of arms enlarges the possibility of
armed conflict. Former Ambassador to India, John Kenneth Calbraith, stated before the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee (April 25, 1966), "the arms we supplied caused
the war between India and Pakistan."
Let us now center our attention exclusively on the
United States. What is the arithmetic of its military establishment? This country, despite its great ideals and its
verbalized peaceful intentions, has devoted about one
trillion dollars to defense since World War II. We have
spent ten times as much for military power as we have for
education, health, welfare, housing and community development since the end of World War II. According to
CBS News, the United States currently is spending about
$1,000 per taxpayer (for current year) for its military
establishment. The "land of the free" has 2,170 military
bases overseas costing us 13.5 billion dollars to maintain.
Militarism is promoted over the globe by the U.S. military
missions located in more than fifty countries. The United
States defense is spending almost double that of the Soviet
Union. The American defense establishment has doubled
since 1961. The military-industrial complex has become, in
the view of one expert, a "Frankenstein Monster." More
than fifty American Universities are now under contract
to the U.S. Government in connection with programs for
developing chemical and biological weapons. What do we
make of these figures?
Affect on National Life
In the first place, American militarism and its resultant
wars, in the opinion of many experts, is one of the factors
contributing to domestic violence. Dr. Arthur Schlesinger,
Jr., has written (Saturday Review, Oct. 19, 1968, p. 23)
that one of the major reasons for the recent resurgence
of the American historical propensity toward violence is
the fact that our countiy has been more or less continuously
(Continued on page fourteen)

CLEANERS OF THE CROSS
Elmer F. Suderman

Christ nailed to the cross is, for many men, not the
power and wisdom of God, but a stumbling block, complete nonsense. It is not hard to side with Paul's critics:
the doctrine of the cross is sheer folly. It is uncivilized,
barbarous, unbecoming: a crown of thorns, a rugged tree,
mocking soldiers, agony, blood.
Can this unsavory scene say anything to our antiseptic
age? Does not this smell of death offend our sensitive
nostrils accustomed to the delicate whiff of seductive Channell and incense?
The twentieth-century mind shrinks from the thought
that a broken man, helplessly hanging from a cross, should
Mr. Suderman is a member of the faculty, Gustavus Adolplius
College, St. Peter, Minnesota.
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have anything to say to a nation which has enough power
to drop a twenty-ton bomb on the head of every human
being on the planet. How can a nation's policy makers take
seriously a man who, with legions of angels at His command, merely loves His enemies, dies blessing them, praying "Father, forgive them"?
What can a dying man say to a society dedicated to
ignoring death, dressing it up with a smile when it does
come, and hopeful of ultimately overcoming it?
A generation which has placed its faith in technology,
in computer solutions to every problem, in the gadget-asGod, can be pardoned for ignoring the cross, which has
nothing neat, precise, or efficient about it. Men who care
about keeping their sports coats unrumpled, their breaths
Evangelical
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sweet, their hair impeccably groomed, and their images in
good repair gag at the thought of a religion which has at
its central symbol a gnarled tree, putrid with the smell of
death, evil, and, finally, ignominious defeat.
To take the cross seriously does, indeed, seem to be
folly for a civilized century. Surely, we can do better than
a cross. It won't sell. To a generation that refuses to become
involved, that jealously guards its cool, a man who loves
enough to give His life for a cause as nebulous as the
kingdom of God doesn't have much attraction.
A failure hanging on the cross, defeated, lonely, forsaken by His friends, will never appear on the cover of
Time magazine as the man of the year. But if He were
really a failure, He wouldn't have had to end His life on
the cross.
How can we, at a coffee break or at the scrabble game,
talk about a man who didn't have sense enough to keep
from being crucified? It is awkward, embarrassing. The
cross can't compete as a topic of conversation with baseball.
Problem: How can we dress up such a bad image for
a world that demands success, comfort, a certain flair and
style of life, the serenity of suburban living? How can a
world devoted to finding peace of mind, security, comfort,
and togetherness pay attention to a scene which recognizes
despair, anxiety, horror, and loneliness as essential ingredients in life? How can the writhing figure on the cross be refocused for people who want to be soft, bouncy, lustrous?
How can those who strive for faces that are so perfectly
finished that flaws, tiny lines, and imperfections are completely eliminated look complacently at the blood and
dirt-smeared face of Jesus on the cross?
The task isn't easy, for it is hard to create a favorable
image for an event that challenges the basic values of a
society, that asks of that society hard questions about its
most cherished values.
But, surely, nothing is too difficult for good, old American know-how, and an unsavory image can be changed—
can't it? It has been changed, hasn't it? Surely, the biblical
movies have taught us how to make a crucifixion glamorous
enough so as not to disturb the most fastidious taste. And
surely, these movies have gone far in convincing the church
members of the year of our Lord 1969 that the crucifixion
is only another thrilling story, that it happened a long
time ago, that it doesn't hurt anymore, and that it doesn't
really make any difference.
We can advertise, "Lovely quality jewelry, discreetly
decorated with the cross." A discreet cross, that's the image
we want, and then we can hang it around our necks as a
lovely trinket, an ecclesiastical decoration. Discretion refrains from raising embarrassing and troublesome questions.
We can clean up the cross, moreover, by emphasizing
what the cross has done for us. It can become another
comfort for those who have earned the right to be pampered, reserved for the WASPS—white, Anglo Saxon, Protestants. Christ accepted, we can say in our hymn, "the bitter
strokes, the cruel rod/Only thus for me to win/Rescue from
the bonds of sin."
Christ was beaten so the rod might not fall on us. He
stood falsely charged and lonely that we might be safe and
free. He was comfortless that from His boundless woe we
might receive comfort.
But it won't do.
All the skill of the church's most expert Madison Avenue
image makers can't wash the blood off Christ's cross no
matter how hard they rub, and no matter how many of us
help. The tragedy remains: the crpss is still an offense, a
stumbling block, an unpleasant reality.
For the cross reminds us of our sin; reminds us that
sin is very real and has to be dealt with drastically, inAugust 25, 1969

cisively. The cross is an event in history, to be sure: on it,
Christ died for our sins; on it, He could say, "It is finished";
but, in one sense, it isn't finished at all. For the same selfinterest that led Pontius Pilate, the Roman soldiers, the
people of Jerusalem, the high priests—all ordinary men,
none of them evil demons, some of them devoutly religious
—the same selfish interest that led them to crucify Jesus
leads us to sit in our living rooms at ten in the evening
watching napalm raining down on Vietnam eight thousand
light years away while we wait to be told what we really
want to know, which is that it will be sunny and warmer
on Easter week-end, the high in the 50s and only a 10
per cent chance of rain.
We like to think of ourselves as careful observers of
common standards of decency, refraining from the obvious
sins, and being on good terms with the Man Upstairs, a
real nice guy who blesses us real good, probably because
we deserve it.
But the cross soon disabuses us of that rosy picture of
ourselves and our jaunty relationship with a chummy God.
For in the cross, no matter how rough hewn, we see the
reflection of the stark nakedness of our sin, and we see our
violent alienation from and enmity with God.
Look again, the cross tells us, at those people gathered
at the foot of the cross: the high priests, the soldiers, the
patriotic mob—and you—and me. With our clean, smooth,
soft hands, we helped to kill Him. No wonder we wish to
change the image of the cross.
And when we look at the cross, we are brought face
to face not only with our sin, but with the monstrous evil
in the heart of the world, a world we cannot escape. The
cross takes curved nail scissors and snips off our eyelids so
we can't shut out the evil anymore.
We see the cross placed squarely in the middle of
Hiroshima when the bomb fell. Who was responsible for
their deaths?
It was placed squarely in the middle of Auschwitz
when the crematoriums belched the stinking smoke from
the burned bodies of people. Were you there?
It is placed squarely in the middle of our own hearts,
of those of us who are capable of the same cruelty, the same
horror in our time!
The cross stands at the center of the world's problems,
a result of our sin and a judgment on it. It is not a cheap
LSD, providing an escape from the problems of the world,
a euphoria hiding from our unwilling eyes the hills of
butchered flesh piling up in Vietnam, the two thirds of the
world going to bed hungry every night, the Negro trying
to buy a decent home.
The cross takes us not only into the church to contemplate peacefully Christ's blessed death and its benefits, but
also into the world, all the way in, into American homes
leaning to one side, floors sloping, holes in the walls and
floors, rats' nests under the stove, and a broken sewer line
discharging human waste upon the lawn.
The death of Christ on the cross means not only that
something amazing and wonderful has been done for us,
but also that something demanding and exacting is expected of us, for where Christ walked, we must walk, where
He went, we must go, as He loved, so we must love. The
cross leads us, as it led Christ, from the communion table
to Golgotha which stands directly in the middle of the
world, amid men's agonies and pain.
"Christ suffered on your behalf," the writer of 1 Peter
tells us in a verse I would rather not read, "and thereby
left an example: it is for you to follow in his steps" (2:21).
Reprinted from The Mennonite.

Used by permission.
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"SOUL CULTURE"
Anna Jean Mann

RAM NARAYAN was brought to Madhipura Christian
Hospital after being sick three days with symptoms that
suggested tetanus. He was already having difficulty in
swallowing and talking. Treatment was begun immediately.
Statistically, his chances for recovery were very slim. Ram
Narayan was a Hindu whose father had worked for the
mission for many years. Thus he had a better understanding of Christianity than most villagers. The father asked us
to pray for his son's recovery; and as Ram Narayan listened
to the Gospel story each morning, he said he wanted to
accept Christ as his Savior.
What does it mean when a Hindu becomes a Christian?
First, let's take a look at how some have defined Hinduism.
Radnakrishnan—scholar, philosopher, and former President of the Republic of India—says,
"Hinduism is more a way of life
While it gives absolute liberty in
enjoins a strict code of practice. It
conformity, but on a spiritual and

Mahatma Gandhi wrote,

than a form of thought.
the world of thought, it
insists not on a religious
ethical outlook in life."

"If I were asked to define the Hindu creed, I should simply
say: search after truth through non-violent means. A man may
not even believe in God and still call himself a Hindu.
Hinduism is a relentless pursuit after truth."

How shall we define Christianity?
A Christian is a believer in Jesus as the Christ or Messiah as prophesied in the Old Testament. A Christian accepts Jesus as the only way to reach God, the Father, the
Almighty, the Creator. He also accepts the Lordship of
Christ.
"The absolutely distinctive and peculiar and unique
element in Christianity," says Hendrick Kraemer, "is the
fact of Jesus Christ—the Revelation of God in the Person
of Jesus Christ."
An Indian Christian, Dr. P. Devanandan says:
Many times when a Hindu talks about a Hindu becoming a
Christian he is thinking of accepting certain desirable elements of the Christian creed. It would not be possible for
instance for a Hindu if he continues to be a Hindu to accept
the claims of the absolute lordship of Jesus Christ in his personal life for that would be to bring everything else under
the judgment of Jesus Christ.
#
*
*
e
«

In a book by Swami Deshikananda entitled Atma Vidya,
and translated Soul Culture, the author says, "The end and
aim of life is to have abiding peace and happiness. Rut we
are hoping to get it through the objects of this world." This
book "explains" from the use of the Hindu Scriptures, the
Gita and Upanishads, how to get abiding peace and unalloyed happiness. The paths are mapped out: the path of
devotion, relating to the worship of a personal god and
the path of knowledge—discriminating the real from the
unreal. The theory is all there, but is it pragmatic?

In the east the practice of meditation, sitting with eyes closed and the mind "indrawn" has been practiced for thousands of
years. A Hindu is willing to put Christ on
a par with Ram and Krishna, to give Christ
equal veneration. But he cannot understand
that Christ demands a total surrender, a
conversion to HIM ALONE.

m

In a country where the obvious is ignored by its inhabitants—it is the foreigners who notice the naked children, the cows nonchalantly walking down the streets of
any busy city; or people cooking, bathing, dying on the
roadside—is reality too stark? Is it that the Hindu religion
provides an escape from reality by ignoring it? As N. P.
Naipal states in his book, Area of Darkness, Gandhi's being
deified absolves responsibility for following his practices.
["How can man attain to the standard of deity?" seems to
be the excuse. Page Ed.] It is like deifying Louis Pasteur
but still using unsterile techniques in medicine—not a
quote from the book named above, but the idea.
"All the higher religions of the world," says Swami
Ranganathananda, "contain these two phases, social and the
trans-social or mystical, often living apart and unreconciled,
with the claims of this world standing in sharp contrast with
those of the world beyond. In the Upanishads, man is declared divine. In Buddhism nirvana is the birthright of each
and in the New Testament, 'The kingdom of Heaven is with
you,' Luke 17:21."

Historian Arnold Toynbee thinks religion is the key
to an understanding of the course of human history. In
his Gifford Lectures of 1954 and '53, "An Historical Approach to Religion" and "Christianity Among the Religions
of the World," he concludes that their attitude towards
suffering, even more than their attitude towards evil, offers
perhaps the best criterion for comparing and assessing the
relative degrees of truth and value in the "higher" religions.
Also—that all higher religions acknowledge an Absolute
Reality and that man's true destiny is to be in harmony
with this reality: God is love.
We restate Hendrick Kraemer's position: "The absolutely distinctive and peculiar and unique element in Christianity is the fact of Jesus Christ—the Revelation of God in
the Person of Jesus Christ." He goes on to say that self
is the key when there is a disruption of man's relationship
to God. This relationship cannot be solved by man on his
own initiative. It can only happen by God's initiative. The
Divine initiative has taken an historical form in Jesus
Christ. God only knows what is good for us, what our
salvation is. The other religions describe themselves as
paths to salvation which end at man himself. What one
does for himself is to surrender to Jesus Christ. It is easier
to work and strive at something than to give up and
surrender. Then we learn of God through a deeper knowledge and closer walk with Christ—"Soul Culture" through
Christ.
"Yes," says Paul in Phil. 3:8-9, "everything else is
worthless when compared with the priceless gain
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. I have put aside
all else, counting it worth less than nothing, in order
that I can have Christ, And become one with Him,
no longer counting on being good enough or by
obeying God's laws, but by trusting Christ to save
me; for God's way of making us right with Himself
depends on faith—counting on Christ alone." (Living
Letters)
*

*

e

e

e

Our prayers were answered and Ram Narayan was
spared. Surely God is already taking the initiative and
drawing Ram Narayan unto Himself. What will be Ram
Narayan's response to God's initiative?
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Rev. Sampson Mudenda
gives annual District Superintendent's report.

Guest speaker, Rev. Nason Moyo from Rhodesia
speaking on "Walk as
Children of Light." Jonah Moyo, Conference
S e c r e t a r y , interprets,
translating from Ndebele
into Chiton ga.
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Conference
evangelist, Albert
Harvey,
Rhodesia, speaking on the subject: "The
Power of the Holy Spirit is Essential."
Stephen Muleya is the interpreter.
Rev. G e o r g e Kibler,
manager of the Choma
Bookroom
promotes
Christian literature.

A panel discussion on "The Role of Women in the Life of
the Church" is led by Mrs. Davidson Mushala (extreme right)

Bishop Frank Kipe challenges
the church to look beyond her
borders. Neighboring Botswana
is a fertile mission field.

CHRISTIAN ]
Youth

-

Sunday

Who Taught You to Drive? ? ? ? ?
David
The thrill of power that an automobile gives is more
than intoxicating. It's psychedelic. Mind changing. We get
behind the wheel—and we're off on an instant trip. Kindly
Dr. Jekyll climbs into his car, turns the ignition, and look,
it's Mr. Hyde who roars away.
What do steering wheels and accelerators do to you?
Are you a "power-packer"? Pouring it on in sudden bursts
of speed just for the jolt of watching that needle slide up
past 55, 60, 65, 70?
Are you a "driver-educator"? "I'll teach that guy a
lesson!" "I'll give him a dose of his own bright lights . . ."
Or are you an "efficiency-expert"? Shaving off a few seconds
here, a minute there?
Are you a "wheeler-dealer"? Knifing through traffic,
shifting lanes? Or are you a "compulsive-gambler"? Playing
American roulette by passing on hill or curve?
Your driving reveals the real you. How you drive says
a lot about your personality, responsibility, and character.
Where do we learn these awful driving habits? Perhaps
we caught them from those who taught us to drive. Most
of us pick up the knack of driving by trial and error or by
copying others' mistakes. Small wonder we all ape the
three common characteristics of American drivers: thoughtlessness, carelessness, and selfishness.
Ninety-five per cent of all accidents are caused by the
driver, by his carelessness or negligence. Listen to the main
reasons in order of their tragic importance! 1. Drunkenness,
2. speeding, 3. driving on wrong side, 4. failure to give
right-of-way, 5. passing on hill or curve, or wrong side,
6. no signals, 7. recklessness.
When we remember the commandment, "Thou shalt
not kill," we think of gangsters and murderers, not of the
^executive in an Ivy League suit looking out of his tinted
windshield. But the automobile has killed and crippled
more Americans in 60 years than the gun has in 200 years,
wars included.
The problem—the real problem—is moral. We just don't
care. "What are 50,000 fatalities," we say, "as long as it's the
other guy." But it won't always be "the other guy." The
chances are 50-50 that you or one of your family will smash
up. There are 10 million accidents annually. Eight million
of them involve good accident-free drivers like you.
This is a monstrous moral problem we have on our
hands. A spiritual one.
The final right answer to the question: "Who taught
you to drive?" should be "Jesus Christ."
Oh, of course, He didn't drive a car when He traveled
Judean roads. But He gave the answers men quote consciously and unconsciously for getting at the root of this
moral dilemma.
His Golden Rule is the best recognized safety rule of
The writer is the speaker on the Mennonite Broadcasts.
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the road: Drive unto others as you would have them drive
unto you.
If we all practiced it, other slogans such as "Drive
Defensively," would be unnecessary.
Christ's insistence that wrong attitudes are the basic
problem rather than wrong actions is echoed by every
traffic authority. Our police are preaching that anger, pride,
selfishness, and negligence are turning our highways into
a no-man's-land of wanton slaughter.
Christ showed us how to live above these in daily life.
Those same principles can teach us to drive above them,
too. Christ remakes men by bringing new life, love and
purpose to birth within them through the power of the
Spirit.
He can remake our driving habits, too.
Reprinted from Alive magazine, Mennonite Broadcasts, Inc. Used
by permission.

JUDY
WRITES
Judy Smith is the daughter of
Joe and Marietta Smith, missionaries to India. This letter
was written upon the occasion
of her graduation from high
school.

Three events which have helped to shape my life are:
the circumstances of my birth, that I was born of
missionary parents . . . that I have been separated from
my parents for long periods of time in a boarding school
. . . and, that I have spent most of my life, until the present
time, in India.
I consider myself a blessed person in being put into a
Christian home, full of the love of Christ, and love for
one another. It is largely this godly heritage that made it
easy for me to be ready to accept the Lord Jesus Christ
as my own personal Saviour at a Billy Graham meeting
when we were on our second furlough in Los Angeles.
Also, in that same year I took the step of water baptism to
back up my commitment to Christ. These two acts continually remind me that I have dedicated my life to
Christ to do His will.
Since my parents are Christian missionaries, it was
necessary for me to be sent to a boarding school for eleven
(Continued on page eleven)
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DEAR GOD,

Parent-Child

When tiny shells, so frail and pink,
Have rooted me in sand to think
Let reverie become a prayer.
T h a t lives, a s fragile, in my care
May hot again in sadness feel
The careless trample of my heel.
May not again be anguish crushed
Because I feel so very rushed.

Relationships

FINAL SITUATION
Jim: Hey Mom, can I ride my b'ke
Don: Hello. Helen, this is Don.
to the shopping center and spend
How are things at home?
the dollar Grandma sent me?
Helen: Hectic, as usual. I sure
Mother: Do you think you can do
hope you'll be home on time
that by yourself?
tonight.
Jim: Yea, I think so. It's only three
Don: That's what I'm calling
Please help me to be still and know
blocks and I've figured out how
about, dear. We've gotten anI'll do it.
That You have tried to tell me so
other
late shipment and the boss
Mother: Tell me how you'd do it.
If only I would silent stand
asked me to help unload it.
Jim: First I'll go to Central AveAs I do now in dampened sand.
Helen: And of course you said yes
nue, cross it and go left. Then
Please
take the love I offer You
—he knows you're a soft touch.
I'll be on the same side of the
Don: No, I said I'd check with you
And break for them some pieces too.
street as the shopping center.
first to see if you had anything
I'll stop at the traffic lights and
Esther A. Bohen
planned. You know we could use
signal right to turn at the parkthe money. I haven't known how
ing lot.
we are going to pay for those few days the baby had
Mother: Goodness you have thought it through! I wonder
to be in the hospital. I think I'd better stay and help.
if you should walk your bike across Central?
Helen: There you go again—putting money before your
Jim: Yea, I guess so, it's a pretty busy street. Can I, Mom?
family. I'm so tired of caring for this family alone.
Please.
Good-bye.
Mother: You sound like a boy who can be trusted. Why
don't you prove to yourself you can do it.
LATER—Dinner with Helen and the three children.
ONE HOUR LATER

Jim: Hey Mom, I'm home. Look what I got with my dollar
—a gold fish, a bowl and some fish food. And I have eight
cents left.
Mother: Why Jim, that's wonderful. Grandma will be
pleased that you bought a pet with the birthday money.
Jim: Yea, I like him. Boy, thanks for letting me go. That's
the most fun I've had for a long time.
Mother: You're welcome, Jim. And thanks for being the
kind of boy who can be trusted.
The Home Page in the July twenty-eighth issue carried
this same situation but the mother handled it in an unfortunate manner. She was obviously a mother who had
difficulty allowing her child to think or act on his own. A
happy medium, between over-protection and seeming disregard, is not always easily achieved. In the above situation,
however, one gets a feeling of honesty and good rapport
between mother and son. Jim has obviously grown up in
an atmosphere of mutual trust. Notice how mother gets
him to walk his bike across the busy street. She asks his
opinion and because he has been allowed to experiment
with his ideas he has learned good judgment.
Women are usually more protective than men. A man's
judgment in this area is often better. Men have to move
about in the world and they know the importance of testing one's ability and venturing out. Many children would
never climb trees or cross streets if it were not for Daddy
to instruct and boost their courage.
August 25, 1969

Mother: O.K. kids, come and eat. We can't wait for Daddy.
He's working late again.
Jim: Aw, Mom, I don't like toasted cheese sandwiches.
Why can't we have meat loaf or something.
Mark: Nope, we only have good food when Daddy's here.
Mother: It's not my fault your father's working late. I can't
cook a big meal, get you fellows to bed and take care
of the baby all by myself.
Jim: We could help you, Mom.
Mother: You can help best by staying out of my way.
Mark: Oops. I spilled my milk, Mom.
Mother: Oh Mark, that's all I need. Why can't you be
more careful!
Mark: I didn't mean to—it was an accident.
Mother: Well, that accident means no more milk. I need
the rest of it for the baby and the stores will be closed
before Daddy gets home.
Jim: Mom, aren't you going to eat with us? It's lonesome
eating alone.
Mother: No, I have to take care of the baby. I don't have
time to eat now. It takes all my time taking care of you
children.
Mark: Mommy, sometimes do you wish you hadn't borned
us?
The parent-child relationship will suffer if the husbandwife relationship is not strong. This is the underlying
problem in the above narrative. The wife is not being
sensitive to her husband's role as provider. Further, she
(Continued on page twelve)
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The winning Quiz Teams: Juniors - Scankope; Seniors Singani Central; Post-Primary - David Livingstone Teacher
Training College.

Senior Quiz Team coach, Sampson Muchimba, points
to the "Final Line."

SOKA GAKKAI
/. Andrew
The history of modern Japan is one success story after
another. Economic, educational, and scientific advancements have made Japan a world leader. In the procession
of successful endeavors is the revival of traditional Buddhist religious teaching, known to many of you as Soka
Gakkai and in many places Nichiren Shoshu.
Recently I, along with other missionaries, had the
opportunity of visiting the headquarters of the Soka Gakkai
and discussing the history, dogma, and future outlook.
This is what we heard.
"I used to be a hippy, smoke pot, drink, not bathe,
criticize all religions, distrust my parents and everyone over
thirty. I was a petty criminal and was really making a ruin of
myself," said Mr. Curtis from Southern California. "Then one
of my friends invited me to attend a Nichiren Shoshu meeting. At first I was very critical, but decided to buy a
gohonzon—the main object of worship which one puts in his
home and prays to daily—and try it to see if it really worked.
After a few weeks I began to feel like a different person.
I cut my hair, stopped smoking, and began to seriously consider life and its implications. Everything I prayed for I
miraculously received. Now I've become a firm believer in
Nichiren Shoshu. It makes no moral demands on a person.
It promises health, success, and happiness to all who follow
its practices. We are working together for a world where
all men can live in peace and happiness."

This branch of Buddhism goes back to 1253 AD when
Nichiren Daishonin expounded his teaching of "Nammyoho-renge-kyo"—"Fraise to the mystical Lotus Sutras."
In 1279 Nichiren inscribed this phrase on a large wooden
tablet known as the Dai-gohonzon. This tablet is enshrined
at the headquarters which we visited, but is only seen by
the high priests of the religion. One is considered a member if you purchase a replica of this tablet known as a
gohonzon. Devout members chant the magical formula in
front of their gohonzon as often as three thousand times
or at least one and a half to two hours daily. The present
organization known as Soka Gakkai in Japan was formed
The writer is serving in Japan under
assignment.
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in 1946 with a membership of less than 3,000 people and
today numbers between eight and eleven million people.
The term Soka Gakkai means "Value creating Society" or
a society organized to improve the life of each believer.
What has caused this phenomenal success? One thing
which aided its early development was that it was spawned
in the midst of poor economic conditions. Post-war Japan
was a picture of dire abject poverty. The religious foundations of the nation had been undercut by the Emperor's
anouncement that he was not a deity as people had been
taught to believe, but that he was merely human as everyone else. Thus a religious and economic rehabilitation
coalition movement was warmly welcomed by many people.
A second and more basic cause for their rapid expansion
is the intense "shakubuku" campaign. That can be roughly
translated to mean a campaign to break down the resistance
of unbelievers by repeated severe attacks upon their beliefs
and practices. This is the area in which the movement
proves to be very militaristic. It is also the area of great
concern to the Christian Church because young Christians
or seekers are often brought under sharp criticism and
ridicule by Soka Gakkai neighbors.
The movement has a very delicate set of distinctions.
The first one, we were told, is the Nichiren Shoshu or
strictly religious division. Since 1966 the movement has
gone under this name in foreign lands. This is the aspect
of which Mr. Curtis spoke. Their foreign membership is
now over 100,000. Thus the movement is free to widely
adapt itself to any culture in which it may be.
The second is the Soka Gakkai or a laymen's organization known only in Japan. It is developed and disciplined
along strict military principles right down to the community and individual level.
The third is their political hat. The Komeito Party used
to be only a small insignificant one and hardly seemed
to be a serious contender in the complete political arena
of Japan. But they have assembled a very impressive array
of young intellectuals, publicity men, and young, sharply
Evangelical Visitor

dressed candidates. Consequently they are presently a close
third party in size in the National Diet. In the upcoming
elections in 1970 they stand a fair chance of moving into
second place. In the Tokyo Metropolitan elections just held
in July, due to a phenomenal turn of events, they moved
into second place in party strength and hold the balance
of power in Tokyo politics. What is more, they have the
distinction of having elected all candidates put up during
that recent election. This is due to their superb organization and seemingly unlimited supply of money. At present
we aren't exactly sure of their political color, but if and
when they assume the majority of political power, it may
spell a great deal of trouble for religious freedom in Japan.

organization. They have demonstrated a lot of adaptability
and a capacity to change rapidly. They must be anticipating a great future because they are involved in an immense
building project at the headquarters costing them many
millions of dollars. They have one main obligation for their
members: to continue faithfully in the practice of the
religion all their lives. Then if they feel they have benefited
by their practice, they are strongly urged to will part or
all of their estate to Soka Gakkai. All these things indicate
a rather promising future.
What does all this mean for Christians? In Japan the
Christian Church is having and will continue to have many
serious encounters with this religion. Pray that God will
direct His people in these encounters. Second, we should
be willing to re-evaluate our "shakubuku" campaign remembering to keep it in the power and spirit of Christ.
Third, pray for all the missionaries living and working in
Japan as they meet this challenge. Especially remember
the John Graybills who are moving into a community which
is very strongly Soka Gakkai.

Grand Temple inside which five to six thousand people worship
daily—morning and midnight.

Basically, however, all three of these parts are controlled
by one man, Ikeda. Their goal is world-wide propagation
and they are fast moving toward it.
What do they believe? This is not so clear and quite
obviously Mr. Curtis' understanding of Buddhism is very
limited. It seems that in foreign lands where Buddhism
is not understood, they underplay the traditional Buddhist
teaching but stress happiness and peace. One can attain
everything he wishes for by simply chanting the magic
formula in front of the gohonzon many times daily. It is
simply a materialistic presupposition which says that if one
has everything he wants, he is happy. If everyone is happy,
then we all live in peace. Ultimately their belief condenses into the traditional Buddhist view that man is essentially good but that he has become covered with karma
or worldly corruption. By repeating the magic formula
over and over one is able to free himself from this karma
and thus bring out the latent good within oneself. (This
is basically what happened to Mr. Curtis.) The members
are encouraged to make a pilgrimage to the world headquarters near Mt. Fuji here in Japan some time in their
life. According to their figures, which are usually inflated,
about 12,000 people visit the main temple daily to worship
Nichiren's Dai-gohonzon.
What is the future for Soka Gakkai? Historically and
presently it is linked with economic situations. This may
suggest as sharp a decline as has been jts rise if economic
failure persisted. But in the last few years they seem to
have become involved in a solidifying movement. Their
political ventures have indicated great appeal and thorough
August 25, 1969

Soka Gakkai believers praying at the grave of Nichiren Daishonin.

Judy Writes
(Continued from page eight)
years. I am very thankful for the opportunity to learn how
to live with, to help, and to understand others by having
to live with them in a boarding setup. Also, I know how
to live away from my parents without being too lonely or
homesick, upset or hurt. This has prepared me for life in
college away from my family and home.
Being resident in India for all these years has been a
great advantage for me. I feel enriched by the understanding I have of terrible poverty, hunger, sickness, and
the lack of privilege of these people for whom I am
sorry. This knowledge may help to bring me back to India
someday.
I pray that God will lead me in the future as He has
arranged my life until now. I want to be obedient to Him.
(11)

Right: Robert K. Stoner whose
responsibilities
will
include
submitting material for the
College page.

MESSIAH COLLEGE

Classes Begin: September 8. The Admissions Office expects a p p r o x i m a t e l y 240
new students this f a l l . Almost 200 w i l l be freshmen, while the remainder
w i l l be transfer students. The total student body may reach 6 0 0 . W h i l e the
College dormitories have already been filled, arrangements are being made
for a d d i t i o n a l housing to accommodate all incoming students.
Christian Life Emphasis Week: September 2 1 - 2 6 . Dr. H o w a r d Jones, an associate
of Billy G r a h a m , w i l l be ministering on the campus. The College requests
the prayers of the church for this special week.
Homecoming: October 1 7 - 1 9 . The 60th
celebrated over this w e e k e n d .
Study Committee Seeks Essential Courses
Messiah College's general education program came under the scrutiny of a facultystudent committee during July. Guided by
their chairman, Dean Daniel R. Chamberlain,
the group attempted to pinpoint the basic
courses necessary for the student who wishes
to experience a liberal arts education.
The committee sought a program which
would conform to the Christian philosophy of
the College. Results of the study will be

anniversary

of

the

College

will

be

submitted to the faculty for discussion at their
retreat in September.
Annual Faculty Retreat
September 1 and 2 will find the College
faculty and staff at Camp Hebron, near Halifax, Pennsylvania. There, in the tranquil surroundings of this Mennonite camp, they will
become better acquainted with their colleagues.
At the same time, they will be receiving
spiritual and intellectual stimulation.

Besides discussing the General Education
Study, members of the Retreat will spend time
on topics such as student counseling and
other areas of human relationships.
The 1969 Faculty Retreat will be climaxed
by observing the Lord's Supper on the second
evening.
New Faculty and Staff
New faculty and staff appointments include
the following:
Mr. John D. Curtis, B.S. Wilkes College,
Basketball Coach (Presbyterian).
Mr. Noel Falk, A.B. Messiah, Laboratory
Instructor (Brethren in Christ, Williams
Grove).
Mrs. Mary L. Hamill, M.S. Drexel, Home
Economics Instructor.
Mr. Philip B. Jones, Candidate for M.S. at
Georgetown
University,
Instructor
in
Spanish (Grace Brethren).
Mr. Robert K. Stoner, M.S. Notre Dame,
Director of Public Information and English Instructor
(Brethren
in
Christ,
Morning Hour Chapel).

Parent-Child Relationships
(Continued from page nine)
LATER—Mother and the children at dinner.
resents her role as mother. So she takes it out on the chilMother: O.K. children, come and eat.
dren and they feel unwanted and confused. When a husband and wife understand and accept their roles the result
Jim: Oh boy, beef stew.
is a peaceful home.
Mark: I don't want any onions. Hey, where's Daddy?
A different approach to the same situation follows. A
Mother: He's sorry he can't eat dinner with us but he had
feeling of partnership and acceptance of their own and
to help unload a shipment. He'll be home as soon as
each other's roles is obvious; a contented family is the
possible.
result.
Jim: I'll take care of you, Mom.
Mother: Thanks Jim—that's great. You know what would
Don: Hello. Helen, this is Don. How are things at home?
help so much. You could help Mark get ready for bed
Helen: Oh, pretty hectic, but I think I can hold out until
while I take care of the baby. I'd really appreciate that.
you get here.
Mark: I like when Jim helps me. He reads three books
Don: That's what I'm calling about, dear. You may have
before I go to bed.
to wait longer than you thought. We've gotten another
Mother: We have good times together, don't we?
late shipment and the boss asked me to help unload it.
Mark: I'm glad we're a family.
Helen: Oh Don, what did you tell him?
Don: I didn't commit myself—I wanted to talk to you first.
Take Special Notice Please
If you don't mind too much I'd like to accept. You know
we have that hospital bill to pay off. I've been concerned
I hope many families observed the Advent season last
about that.
year. For the December issue I would like to feature you.
Helen: I know, Don. You work so hard for us. I'm disapPlease send me any pictures, ideas or programs your
pointed that you'll be late but if you feel you must I'll
family used. Let's share ways for making Christmas time
be good and not complain.
a spiritual experience. Pastors may send ideas used by
the congregation also. Send to Mrs. William Boyer,
Don: Thanks dear, I can always count on you to under1822 W . 9th St., Upland, California 9 1 7 8 6 , before
stand. I'll be home as soon as possible.
October 5.
Helen: I'm cooking your favorite stew. If I have the children ready for bed then we can talk while you eat.
(12)
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The Recovery of The Positive
If I may paraphrase Mark T w a i n — i n a w a y he certainly
w o u l d NOT a p p r o v e — t h e rumors of God's death have been
grossly e x a g g e r a t e d .
As you all know, w e have been inundated during the
past f e w years w i t h books . . . and articles, and speeches
and even, heaven help us, sermons . . . proclaiming the
demise of biblical theism.
W e have been t o l d — s o often and so emphatically that
f e w dared question the b a l d assertion—that man, " h a v i n g
come of a g e , " finds it " i m p o s s i b l e " any longer to believe
in a transcendent G o d or an order of reality beyond nature.
Bishops, theologians and other oracles have w a r n e d us
that, if we w a n t to obtain a hearing from " m o d e r n m a n , "
w e must a b a n d o n the very w o r d " s u p e r n a t u r a l . "
If w e w a n t anyone to take the Bible seriously, w e must
" d e m y t h o l o g i z e " it by " r e i n t e r p r e t i n g " or simply excising
all of those embarrassing stories about miracles.
If w e feel compelled to speak of the resurrection, w e
may do so provided we make clear that we're not really
making the preposterous claim that it was an actual, historical
event.
That's w h a t we've been t o l d by the radical theologians
w h o ' v e dominated the idea m a r k e t — a n d the religious book
lists—in recent years.
However, w e have NOT been t o l d . . . at least, no one
has managed to make clear to me . . . why w e must jettison
about 90 per cent o f the historic Christian f a i t h . W e have
simply been t o l d , in a more dogmatic tone than any Roman
pope has dared to employ for some time, that this is the
w a y it has to be if w e w a n t to communicate w i t h " m o d e r n
man."
N o w I cannot speak w i t h the same assurance as the
radical theologians do about the mind-set of modern man.
To be perfectly honest, I must confess that in 27 years as a
newspaper reporter, I've never met the f e l l o w . He seems to be
as elusive in real life as that "common m a n " Henry W a l l a c e
used to talk about.
In my quest for the prototype " m o d e r n m a n " I have met
and talked to a g o o d many individual modern men. I've even
listened to some of them. A n d my impression of their attitudes
and desires is t o t a l l y different from that of Bishop Robinson
a n d Harvey Cox.
W h a t I hear these modern men saying is t h a t they're sick
and tired of being t o l d w h a t they can't believe. They w a n t
to know w h a t , if a n y t h i n g , they can believe.
They feel they've been cast long enough in the role of
captive audience for theologians e n g a g e d in a reckless competition to see w h o can administer the rudest shock to the

faithful.

Most of them aren't particularly interested in the denatured Christianity which is being offered to them as a concession to their supposed modernity of mind. They figure that
if the Church is just a human institution for social service, if
the Bible is so unreliable that you can't take any part of it
very seriously, if the Christian faith is based on a gigantic
lie about a man rising from the dead . . . then there's no
use trying to " m o d e r n i z e " all this mess. Just throw it all out
a n d be done w i t h it.

This article was presented to the Protestant Church-owned Publishers' Association at their annual meeting in St. Louis earlier this
year. Mr. Cassels is a religious writer for United Press International.
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This g r o w i n g disenchantment among the laity is, I believe, the main reason w h y w e are witnessing a decline in
church attendance and a relative decline in giving. Some
religious leaders like to attribute these trends to lay disa p p r o v a l of church social action. This explanation strikes me
as rather self-righteous. It says, in effect, " w e are suffering
because w e , like Christ, have stood up for the r i g h t . "
M y o w n observation is otherwise. For every layman 1
know w h o has quit coming to church because he disapproves
of social action, I know at least three w h o are h a n g i n g on
a n d supporting the church only because it is a channel for
community service.
The real lesson to be drawn from the current slump in
religious interest seems to me quite clear: if you persist in
handing out stones when people ask for b r e a d , they'll finally
quit coming to the bakery.
The most hopeful fact I know t o d a y is that there are
signs that w e are approaching the end of the f a d for reckless negation in theology.
The first heralds of a new day are to be f o u n d where
important new intellectual currents nearly always make their
first a p p e a r a n c e — o n the book lists.
W i t h i n the past year or so, authors of impressive scholarly
standing have come f o r w a r d to assure bewildered l a y m e n —
and I might a d d , equally bewildered parish ministers— that
" m o d e r n m a n " can believe in G o d . . . even in a personal
loving, purposeful G o d . . . without the slightest sacrifice o f
intellectual integrity.
Indeed, some have gone so far as to a r g u e — q u i t e
cogently, it seems to m e — t h a t " m o d e r n m a n " really can't
make sense of all the phenomena of his own existence w i t h out the hypothesis of G o d .

Over in Europe, whence w e belatedly imported demythologizing, a new generation of theologians has arisen w h o
know not Bultmann. A c t u a l l y , they know him quite w e l l —
they just don't think he's i n f a l l i b l e . Men like Gunther Bornkamm and W o l f h a r t Pannenberg are saying quite b o l d l y that,
yes w e can know quite a bit about Jesus. A n d — w o u l d you
believe i t — t h e y are even treating the resurrection as an
actual, historical event.

As Professor Paul Lehmann of Union Seminary observed
recently, w e are moving into " a n encounter between an
emerging age of doubt and an emerging age of f a i t h . " It
is an age of doubt because vast numbers of men and women
— a n d particularly young p e o p l e — a r e u n w i l l i n g to believe
anything simply on authority. It is not enough any more to
pound people over the head with didactic pronouncements
preceded by the words, " t h e Church teaches" or "The Bible
says . . . "
But it also can be an age of f a i t h , because millions upon
millions of people are searching hungrily for a meaningful
concept of G o d . Most of them already are p o w e r f u l l y attracted to the person of Jesus Christ. They d o n ' t know quite
w h a t to make of the Bible, and they d o n ' t think much of the
Church. But their faces light up w i t h interest when you talk
to them about the presence and power o f the Holy Spirit.
There has never been a time, in my o p i n i o n , w h e n the
fields were whiter to harvest.

Louis Cassels
Copyright 1969 by Christianity Today; reprinted by permission.
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Chariots
(Continued from page four)
at war for a generation. This long experience of war has
devalued life and habituated people to killing. When we
are shocked by riots and campus disorders, it is well for us
to remember many learned the methods of violence in the
armed forces and all see our America trying to solve international problems through violence.
Secondly, the huge concentration on the military is
having a veiy detrimental influence and damaging affect
on American ideals and democratic institutions. Dr. Ralph
E. Lapp writing in the Saturday Evening Post (June 15,
1988) stated the United States "is becoming a weapons
culture." He pointed out that our entire economy more and
more depends on the making of arms. Dr. Lapp affirmed a
people can not devote so much of their "ingenuity, manpower and resources" to the works of war without being
"deeply changed in the process." Our free enterprise system
is being turned into a "kind of defense socialism."
The Evangelical historian Dr. William Cuthbertson
(in the book Protest and Politics) has written that "the
Prussianization of the United States is proceeding apace."
He notes the military establishment is increasingly dominating government councils, basically determining the allocation of the budget, more and more forging foreign policy
and largely shaping the direction of scientific research. He
indicates four hot wars and a cold war since 1914, together
with the deliberate drive for power on the part of the
military, have "nearly succeeded in destroying the civilian
character of the national government." George Washington
rightly warned our country against, "overgrown military
establishments which, under any form of government, are
inauspicious to liberty . . ." Militarism is undermining
American democracy.
In the third place, there is an increasing acceptance of
militarism as compatible with democracy; a military mentality is infecting the American mind. The founding fathers
of the American nation were dedicated to the proposition
that militarism was antethical to democracy. It has been
only since World War II that we have built a large military
establishment, developed a large conscripted army and
stockpiled immense stores of weapons.
General David M. Shoup, former Commandant of the
U.S. Marine Corps, notes (Atlantic, April, 1969) that at
present about 20 per cent of the adult population in the
U.S. are military veterans. He states that most middleaged men have spent time in uniform and their military
training has affected them, "for the creeds and attitudes
of the armed forces are powerful medicine and can become
habit-forming." This military mentality is furthered by
veterans organizations; four million men belong to such
groups. General Shoup elaborates that the American people have become accustomed "to uniforms, to the cult of

CHURCH NEWS

ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE

On September 6 and 7 the
Montgomery
Brethren in Christ Church will hold a Family
Life Conference with Rev Lane Hostetter,
Rev. Paul McBeth, Rev. and Mrs. Paul Snyder,
and Miss Dorothy Morter as speakers. The
pastor is Rev. Paul Z. Hess.
The Antrim Brethren in Christ Junior Sunday School children raised $180.00 to send
three children in India to school.
September 7 is the date set for the installation of Mr. Ronald Miller of Messiah College
as Minister of Music at the Carlisle Church
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the gun, and to violence of combat." Americans have been
reared on war news, wartime propaganda, war novels, war
movies, war comic strips and military toys. To shape the
American mind the Pentagon today uses a force of 6,140
public-relations men and 339 officers. These officers are
"legislative liaison," lobbyists with a budget of $4.1 million
to promote military interests among Congressmen. America
is becoming a militaristic nation.
It is tragic to see funds spent on militarism that are so
desperately needed domestically. The money spent on one
destroyer would build homes for eight thousand people.
The distortion in values is seen in the fact that military
needs always take priority over social needs.
It should also be apparent that we do not trust in God
but rather in our military establishment, our coins notwithstanding. This should not be surprising as nation-states are
above all dedicated to physical self-preservation. To such
a mentality, the cross is foolishness. The state can not envision the redemptive method of dealing with evil through
the cross for it knows nothing of a love that is willing to
lose itself in obedience to the will of God.
What is striking, however, is that many American Christians see no incompatibility between militarism and the
ethics of the New Testament. One need not necessarily
reach non-resistant conclusion regarding the New Testament ethic to note that the method of Jesus in dealing with
evil is at the opposite end of the spectrum from the military
method of dealing with evil. The cross and the sword are
poles apart.
I can not but agree with General Shoup. "America has
become a militaristic and aggressive nation." The General
suggests militarism in America is in full bloom but it is
more a "poisonous weed than a glorious flower."
A critical attitude toward militarism is not to be equated
with a lack of patriotism. A Christian as a loyal citizen is
to obey the laws of the land, pay his taxes, pray for his
rulers (as well as the rulers of other nations) and work
for the betterment of society. At the same time the Christian can never give an unconditional commitment to the
state. As Dr. Vernon Grounds has affirmed (Eternity, June,
1966, p. 25) the Christian's "loyalty to the United States
is conditioned by (the Christian's) unconditional loyalty
to God." To give unqualified obedience to the state is
idolatry.
I conclude with a statement Dr. Leighton Ford is
reported (The Evening News, Harrisburg, Pa., Nov. 15,
1967) to have made in an evangelistic message.
I believe it is time that we, as Christians, raised our
voices and declare that war, in the final analysis is
an evil, tragic and insane waste. It is a waste of
muscle, a waste of brain, a waste of manhood and
health, a waste of blood and tears, a waste of the
most precious years of the youth of the world.

The Vernon Martins left for Upland, California, August 22, where Mr. Martin will
become Minister of Music at the Upland
Church. Miss Sandra Martin from Clarence
Center, New York, a student at Messiah College, will be assisting at the organ under the
direction of Mr. Miller. Miss Carol Floyd, the
regular organist is on leave for further studies
which hinder her serving for the present.
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
Pastoral changes in the Atlantic Conference:
Richard Gordon was installed as pastor at
Bethel Springs, July 13. On July 20 Isaac
Kanode was installed as pastor of the Manheim Church. Elwood Flewelling will be installed as pastor of the Hummelstoum
Church

on September 7. Larry Strouse was installed at
Adney Gap, Va., August 14. Leonard Falk is
serving as interim pastor at Stowe, Pa.
Rev. John Fries was ordained to the Christian ministry July 20 at the Shenk's Church.
He and his family left August 10 for Portland,
Oregon, where he is enrolled in the Western
Evangelical Seminary.
Rev. and Mrs. Paul Hill and daughter,
Cheryl, left for San Francisco, August 5, to
take up the work there. Brother and Sister
Kenneth Winger of Jarvis, Ontario have moved
to the Bronx (New York) Mission to serve as
superintendent. Rev. Harold Paulus, now pastor at the San Francisco Mission, will come
to the Bronx in late September to serve as
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pastor. The interim pastor under lay-license
is Roy Shelly who has been VS Unit leader
and youth director at the Bronx.
The Tremont Brethren in Christ Church had
a Lovefeast May 17 and 18 with Rev. Ross
Morningstar as speaker. Rev. Sittler was the
speaker Sunday morning. Miss Sandra Lee
Neyer, R.N., a member of the congregation
who is serving as nurse at the Navajo Mission
in New Mexico, spoke to t h e children of the
congregation and showed slides of the work
there. On July 13 four followed the Lord in
baptism. On July 25 Rev. and Mrs. Carl
Ginder showed slides and spoke of the work
in Africa.
The Mat/town Brethren in Christ
Church
had an average attendance of 124 at the Vacation Bible School held in July. The offering
totalled $297.68 half of which was to "keep
the jeeps running in India."
CANADIAN C O N F E R E N C E
The weekend of April 19-20 was the occasion for the Lovefeast at the Stayner Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Roy Nigh as
the speaker. Rev. John McDonald was the
speaker April 27 and Rev. C. H. Sider preached
May 4. Mr. John Patfield preached in the
absence of the pastor who was attending
General Conference July 6. July 27 Mr. and
Mrs. Lamar Fretz spoke of the work in Zambia
and showed pictures at the invitation of the
Christ's Crusaders.
CENTRAL C O N F E R E N C E
A farewell was held July 18 for Miss Elsie
Stauffer of the Mooretown Church (Mich.),
who flew to the Navajo Mission July 28 to
take up duties as house mother to the Navajo
children in the Brethren in Christ Mission
located near Bloomfield, New Mexico.
The new Education Building of the Pleasant
Hill Brethren in Christ Church will be dedicated September 7, at 2:30 P.M., followed by
an Open House from 3:00 to 5:00 P.M.
The Marvin Kellers, formerly members of
the Marlyn Avenue Church, Baltimore, were
installed as pastor and wife at the Dayton
Church, July 27.
At the evening service on August 3 the
Samuel Hollingsworths were installed as pastor and wife at the Chestnut Grove Church
(Ohio).
On the morning of August 10, Bishop Hostetter installed the Louis Cobers as pastor
and wife at the Highland Brethren in Christ
Church, Ohio.
In an afternoon service, August 10, at Camp
Lakeview the Lakeside Community
Church,
had its official beginning with the installation
of the Kenneth Royers as pastor and wife of
this congregation.
In the morning service on August 31 Dr.
and Mrs. Archie Penner will be installed as
pastor and wife of the Sippo Valley
Brethren
in Christ Church with Dr. Owen Alderfer
presiding.
Earl Engle will be installed as pastor of the
Union Grove congregation on Sunday morning,
August 3 1 . By this installation Rev Engle
serves a circuit of the Nappanee and Union
Grove congregations.
MIDWEST CONFERENCE
The Abilene Church reports the foundation
for the new church laid and plans for the
building completed by the end of the year.
Dallas Center and Des Moines had a joint
Galilean service Sunday evening July 20.
Dr. and Mrs. A. V. Howland (nee Mary
Engle) of the United Methodist Church are
enroute via orientation program for Freetown,
Sierra Leone, West Africa, about September 1.
Dr. Howland will b e building a church in
Freetown and Mary will probably be teaching.
PACIFIC C O N F E R E N C E
Life Line Chapel gave a farewell dinner to
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Cletus Naylors July 13 following the Sunday
morning farewell service. Brother and Sister
Naylor have assumed the pastoral responsibilities at Moreno as of August 1.
Rev. Ray Smee and wife are now living in
Phoenix, Arizona, where an interesting and
inquiring group of community folk meet in
their home weekly for Bible study. Brother
and Sister Smee have located in this area for
reason of health.
Grants Pass, Oregon, had a ground breaking
service for a new church building Sunday
evening, June 15, with 151 people present.
Rev. Amos Buckwalter is the pastor of this
church.
Dr. Sakakibara and 34 tourists will visit
Upland, California, August 20-23. This is a
project in which the community participates
in what is called Bridge Building with Japanese visitors. This project has been carried on
in different parts of the United States with
the idea of the Japanese becoming acquainted
with Christian people in the United States.
The Upland congregation has been asked to
share in this program.
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BERT—Trina Rene, born May 22 to Mr. and
Mrs. Cornelius Bert, Redland Valley congregation, Lewisberry, Pa.
CARBAUGH—Michael Scott, born July 17 to
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Carbaugh, Grantham congregation, Pa.
CASSEL—Susan Joy, born July 2 to Dr. and
Mrs. Wayne Cassel, Grantham congregation,
Pa.
CLIMENHAGA—Junaita Elaine, born May 10
to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Climenhaga, Fort
Erie, Ontario, Bertie congregation.
DAGEN—Spring Renee, b o m June 27 to Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas Dagen, Pequea congregation,
Pa.
DULL—Amy Lee, born July 23 to Mr. and
Mrs. Alan Dull, Waynesboro congregation, Pa.
HESS—Robert Eric, b o m June 13 to Mr. and
Mrs. Elmer Hess, Pequea congregation, Pa.
KEEFER—Barton Dale, born August 2 to Mr.
and Mrs. Phil Keefer, Grantham congregation,
Pa.
PIERCE—David Glen, born July 19 to Mr.
and Mrs. Glen Pierce, Grantham congregation,
Pa.
PUTMAN—Pamella Faye, b o m May 20 to Mr.
and Mrs. Hershall Putman, Stevensville, Ontario, the Bertie congregation.
WINGER—Francis Merle, born July 3 to Mr.
and Mrs. Kenneth Winger, Stevensville, Ontario, the Bertie congregation.
WYANT—Earle Dwayne Allen, born July 8
to Mr. and Mrs. J. Allen Wyant, Stayner congregation, Ontario.
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CRAIG-REID—Miss Shirley Jean Reid, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Reid, Collingwood,
Ontario, and Mr. Ronald George Craig, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Craig, Ottawa, Ontario,
were united in marriage June 28 in the Brethren in Christ Church, Collingwood, Ontario,
with Pastor Christian H. Sider officiating.
HOGAN-NIGH—Miss Pauline Nigh, daughter
of Rev. and Mrs. Ross Nigh, Stevensville, Ontario, was united in marriage to Mr. William
Hogan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hogan
of Valdore, Quebec, July 25, in the Falls
View Brethren in Christ Church, with Rev.
Ross Nigh, father of the bride, officiating.
SIMMERS-MINNICH—Miss Emma Mae Minnich, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Earl F. Minnich, Waynesboro, Pa., became the bride of
Mr. David Andrew Simmers, son of Mr. and

Mrs. Milton E. Simmers, Chambersburg, Pa.
The ceremony was performed in the Fairview
Avenue Brethren in Christ Church with the
pastor, Rev. Virgil Books, officiating.
WILSON-GIBSON—Miss Margaret Anne Gibson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Allen Gibson,
Collingwood, Ontario, and Mr. George William
Wilson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Wilson
also of Collingwood, were united in marriage
July 11 in the Collingwood Brethren in Christ
Church with Pastor Christian H. Sider officiat-
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EBERLY—Stephen John Eberly, infant son of
Rev. Roger W. and Miriam Dohner Eberly,
Lima, Ohio, was born July 23 and went to b e
with the Lord the following morning.
Survivors besides his parents include paternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. John Eberly,
Wooster, and maternal grandparents, Mr. and
Mrs. Dale M. Dohner, Sr., of Ashland. Graveside services and burial took place at the Eight
Square Cemetery, Wayne County, Ohio, with
Rev. Henry Kronnes officiating.
KEMRER—John Kemrer was b o m June 3, 1894
and departed this life July 27, 1969. H e was
the son of the late Phares D. and Lillie Kramer
Kemrer. A resident of Landisville, Pa., for the
past 17 years, h e was a member of the Cross
Roads Brethren in Christ Church.
He was married to Anna K. Myers March
28, 1952. Besides his wife he is survived by
two daughters, three sons, seven grandchildren,
six great grandchildren, two sisters, and two
brothers.
Funeral services were conducted from the
Nissley Funeral Home with Rev. B. E. Thuma
officiating. Interment was in the Millersville
Cemetery.
KREIDER—Lillian, wife of Abram Kreider,
aged 63, Mt. Joy, Pa., passed away June 15,
1969. She was converted at the age of 8 years
and with her husband was a faithful member
of the Mt. Pleasant Brethren in Christ Church
for 41 years.
Besides her husband she is survived by one
son, James of Mt. Joy; and three daughters:
Estelfa, wife of Marlin Brubaker; Betty, wife
of Raymond Korzykowski; and Anna Kathryn,
wife of Clarence Nissley; also seven grandchildren; two brothers; and two sisters.
Funeral service was held at the Mt. Pleasant
Church with Pastor Earl Martin and Rev.
Graybill Wolgemuth officiating. Interment was
in the Cross Roads Cemetery.
PRICE—Mona May Price passed away June
23, 1969. She was a close friend of Miss
Dorothy Shirk, Kitchener, Ontario. Funeral
was conducted at the Truscott Funeral Home,
Hamilton, Ontario, with Rev. J. Allan Heise
officiating. Interment was in the Courtland
United Cemetery.
SHRADLEY — L. Wier Shradley, Harrisburg,
Pa., died July 3, 1969 at the Polyclinic Hospital in Harrisburg at the age of 79. H e was a
member of the Messiah Home Chapel. H e is
survived by his wife, Madeline M.; two daughters: Mrs. Elizabeth Tomenek, Bonfield, Illinois, and Mrs. Jesse K. Oldham, New Cumberland, Pa.; two sons: Marlin of Nottingham,
and Wier M. of New Cumberland; a sister;
fifteen
grandchildren; and thirteen greatgrandchildren.
Funeral services were held at the Fackler
Funeral Home in Harrisburg with Pastor
Leroy G. Yoder officiating. Burial was in the
Prospect Hill Cemetery.
WINGER—Mrs. Mabel Winger was born
January 24, 1891 and departed this life July
14, 1969 at the age of 78 years. In 1915'she
was married to Daniel Winger who preceded
her in death by 12 years. For a number of
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years she shared the responsibilities of her husband as deacon of the Grantham church. She
is survived by two daughters: Mary Foulke of
Souderton, Pa., and Anna B. Hudkins, Grantham, Pa.; three grandchildren; and one sister
of Lebanon, Pa. Funeral services were conducted by Rev. Albert H. Engle in the Cocklin
Funeral Home, Dillsburg, Pa. Interment in
the Grantham Memorial Park.
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Emergency Relief Airlifted
To EI Salvador, Honduras
The undeclared war between El Salvador
and Honduras in Central America has left
thousands of displaced persons in both countries, and in addition some have fled into
Guatemala and Nicaragua.
In response to a request from James R.
Hess, Eastern Mennonite Board of Missions
missionary in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, the
Mennonite Central Committee assembled a
planeload of emergency relief materials including clothing, bedding, and Christmas
bundles.
The El Salvadoran Red Cross has registered
20,000 people requiring assistance within El
Salvador. It is providing food, clothing, money
and bus fare to transport displaced persons to
their place of origin.
Hess reported that more than 10,000 persons
were receiving assistance in various Honduran
towns. Half of that number were El Salvadorans who had been taken into custody, reportedly for their own protection.
Much of the squabble of the sister republics
of El Salvador and Honduras concerns land.
El Salvador, with more than 3,000,000 people
packed into an area the size of Massachusetts,
has urged her peasant farmers to cross the
border. Honduras is five times larger than El
Salvador, and has nearly a half million less
people.
National insults exchanged over a soccer
match led to severed diplomatic relations. And
Honduras expelled 14,000 El Salvadoran peasants, which provoked that government to
precipitate border incidents which eventually
led to war. But it should also be noted that
the dozen and a half El Salvadoran families
who own 90 per cent of the farmland likely
didn't want the land-hungry peasant back.
A few days after the planeload of emergency
relief items left Philadelphia for Honduras,
MCC trucked an additional seven tons of
bedding, clothing and shoes, valued at $25,000
to Miami for airlift to Honduras.
Eugenia Price's New Moon Rising
On Best Seller List
A check of the New York Times Book Review best-sellers list and of newspapers' surveys showed that the new Lippincott book
New Moon Rising, by Eugenia Price, is among
the top runners.
The novel about a romance without bedroom scenes appeared on the list with such
books as Jacqueline Susann's The Love Machine, Philip Roth's Portnoy's Complaint, and
Vladimir Nabokox's Ada or Ardor.
Miss Price's book is considered by many
enthusiastic readers as a glimmer of hope for
decency in the world of fiction.
Graham Team Gears for California Crusade
Some 3,000 prospective counselors and
workers preparing for the 10-day Billy Graham
Crusade to begin in Anaheim, Calif., Sept. 26
are expected to attend the final series of the
Christian Life and Witness Classes in 10
Southern California churches.
The meetings mark the start of the fourth
series. of classes since they began last March
to train church members to serve as counselors during the united evangelistic effort.

(16)

More than 7,700 people in Southern California have already completed the special
five-week course, according to press officer Gil
Stricklin of the team.
6 Protestant Firms Face
Nashville Tax Payments
Six Protestant publishing firms located in
Nashville have lost the second round in a
new battle to retain their tax exempt status.
The Metropolitan Government of NashvilleDavidson County's Board of Tax Equalization
upheld the decision of the Metropolitan legal
department that the publishing houses should
be assessed and placed on the tax rolls.
Church officials said they are appealing the
ruling to the statewide Board of Equalization,
on the basis they are tax-exempt under state
law.
"Bible Reader" Geared for Schools
Will Be Published in September
A new volume which may make it possible
"to keep the Bible in the public schools" will
be published in September. The Bible Reader:
An Interfaith Interpretation was prepared by
Father Walter M. Abbott, S. J., Rabbi Arthur
Gilbert, The Rev. J. Carter Swaim, and Dr.
Rolfe Lanier Hunt.
The four scholars, working together, "chose
all parts of the Bible that any intelligent
person in this country should know about,"
Father Abbott said, "because it (the Bible)
has affected his history, art, literature, and
culture and because it is used by the Catholics,
Protestants and Jews around him in their
religious life and liturgy."
Presbyterian Union Talks
Scheduled in September
The first talks in a new series of union
discussions between the "Northern"
and
"Southern" Presbyterian Churches will be held
in Atlanta this September.
Dr. J. Randolph Taylor, chairman of a
Committee of 12 named by the Presbyterian
Church, U.S. (Southern) said the talks would
probably have to start with "some theological
issues."
Dr. Taylor's committee will meet with a
group of the same size named by the United
Presbyterian Church. The two Churches split
during the Civil War.
The nearly 1 million-member Presbyterian
Church, U.S. (whose constituency is mainly in
the South) defeated in 1955 a three-way
merger involving the Presbyterian Church in
the U.S.A. and the United Presbyterian Church
of North America. The latter two denominations joined in 1958 to form the 3.2 millionmember United Presbyterian Church, whose
membership is represented throughout the
country.
SIECUS Material Hit by Priest
As "Pornography at Its Worst"
Sex education materials published by the
Sex Information and Education Council of the
United States (SIECUS) have been attacked
as "pornography at its worst."
The charge was made by Father Daniel
Lyons, S. J., editor of Twin Circle—The National Catholic Press.
Writing in the July 27 issue, the former
professor of sociology a t Gonzaga University
in Spokane, Wash., accused SIECUS of "producing extremely offensive material . . . so
graphic and explicit that it can only be compared to the dirtiest of sex novels."
U.S. Moon Probe Would Be
"Immoral," Theologian Says
Vice President Agnew's proposal to have

the U.S. space program expanded for a landing
on Mars is "immoral," a prominent Protestant
theologian charged.
Dr. Robert McAfee Brown of Stanford University, interviewed after twice lecturing at a
Canisius College, Buffalo, religious forum, said
priority should be given to the earthly problems of poverty, pollution and population
control.
Otherwise, Dr. Brown warned, there will
be revolution, especially in racial ghettos, and
pollution will so poison the environment that
life may be impossible.
"Should we be more concerned about dust
on the moon than people in the ghetto?" he
asked during his evening lecture.
Swede Takes Top Salvation Army Post
Until now, the century-old Salvation Army
has always had a British leader of the movement.
Shattering that tradition is Commissioner
Erik Wickberg, a Swede, who succeeds
Frederick Coutts.
Wickberg was chosen by the Salvation
Army's high council after five days of discussions at Sudbury Court, Middlesex.
Senate Probe Reveals Alcohol Problems
Hearings conducted by the Senate Special
Subcommittee on Alcoholism and narcotics
have scored the nation's efforts to cure alcoholism.
Sen. Harold E. Hughes ( D l a . ) , chairman
of the subcommittee, opened his remarks with
a comment on the current scene: "We are infinitely proud that we have put men on the
moon. But in our stomachs we are sick over
the threat of drugs to our children and of the
deteriorating effects of alcoholism on our
society."
"Up to this point," the Senator is quoted
by Baptist Press, "federal action on both
alcohol and drug abuse has been the puniest
type of tokenism. In the areas where a dollar
invested would yield the greatest returns in
economic and human value legal tender, we
have been unwilling to spend pin money."
He took the Nixon administration to task
for its recommendation to cut the $4 million
federal allocation for alcoholism community
assistance grants.
A report by the Women's Christian Temperance Union says Americans are drinking more
than three-quarter billion gallons more alcoholic beverages a year than 20 years ago—a
total of 3,745 million gallons in 1968.
Bible Dictated for China by Radio
Using the facilities of four powerful Christian radio stations, the American Bible Society
is broadcasting daily Scripture readings at
dictation speed in two Chinese languages:
Mandarin and Cantonese.
Shortwave radio receivers in China are estimated to be in excess of 6,000,000 sets, providing an enormous potential.
U.S. No Longer Religion-Oriented,
Southern Baptists Are Told
The United States is no longer "religionoriented," even in the so-called Bible Belt,
according to W. C. Fields, the public relations
secretary for the Southern Baptist Convention
Executive Committee.
He urged Baptists to go beyond the institutional church and be where the people are,
"out where humanity is hurting."
"Baptists are often guilty of one-note evangelism," he charged. "We say, 'All you have
to do is talk, talk, talk.' But the world is up
to its ears in talk. Jesus Christ did not come
into the world just to talk."

